
Nestled in the heart of the Bay of Islands, Russell is a place where history, adventure, and nature come

together in perfect harmony. Our Russell Must-Do List is your guide to the very best this coastal paradise

has to offer – from pristine beaches and lush walks to cultural landmarks and thrilling outdoor adventures. 

Ready to explore? Let the journey begin!

Russell Must Do List!

Explore the local area 

Russell Mini Tours

Discover the stories of this 

charming town, including 

Flagstaff Hill, Christ Church 

& Oneroa Bay.

Hole in the Rock Cruise - 

See one of Northland’s most famous

sights!  And enjoy a stopover at

Urapukapuka Island..

Pompallier Mission 

Visit this beautifully preserved

French Catholic printing press

from the 1800s.

Russell Museum 

Uncover Russell’s fascinating

history at the Russell Museum

Waitangi Treaty Grounds 

Experience the place where New

Zealand’s founding document was

signed, enjoy interactive cultural

performances, and explore the stunning

grounds overlooking the Bay of Islands.

Glowworms - Titiwai

Russell glowworms are a must-do local secret. Just a short trip from the township, head up

York Street, turn left into Wellington Street, and follow it to the Flagstaff Hill–Te Maiki loop

walk entrance. Park nearby or walk up if you’re feeling energetic. About five minutes down

the well-formed track, you’ll hear a stream — this is the spot! Turn off your torch and let your

eyes adjust to see thousands of tiny glowworms lighting up the stream banks. It’s a magical,

uniquely New Zealand experience not to be missed.

Russell Waterfront

Stroll along Russell's waterfront & take

in the historic buildings, cafés &

restaurants. The Gables is NZ's oldest

restaurant & The Duke of Marlborough

- the first licensed bar.

Explore the beaches

The Russell peninsula has lots

of gorgeous beaches. Oneroa

(Long) Beach is popular & only

about 3 km from the Park. 

Scenic Walks

Find all the walks in the Bay of

Islands on the following sites;

Russell NZ, Russell Info & Doc

https://russellnz.co.nz/russell-area-walks/
https://www.russellinfo.co.nz/walking-hiking
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/walking-and-tramping/?region-id=3001000

